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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form §6ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General-by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required ta submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, the total strength of the reporting units as 
shown herein has been consistently about one percent below the actual strength 
of the Army in the Continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission:to hospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 

battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 

poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease. " 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of a Command is changing markedly or when a Command has a relatively 
large number of General Hospitals. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General's 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD's and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis le.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms gs6ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes oa the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of total beds 
authorized and total beds occupied. 


Unless otherwise specified, beds authorized as shown in this report are 
defined in par. 36h of AR 40-1080, C 2. Total beds include expansion beds 
in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facilities, 
venereal disease facilities, and college oruniversity training units are not 
included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


Regional Hospitals are distinguished from Statior Hospitals by the letters 
(RH) appearing after the name of the station. 


In the case of General Hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted, the number disposed of during the week (by 
return to duty, transfer, death, CDD, or otherwise), and the number of such 
patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) 
at the end of the week, ‘subdivided by disease, injury, and battle casualty 
patients. Thepatient days of treatment are presented separately for hospital 
and for convalescent facilities. The bed capacity and beds occupied in con- 
valescent facilities are also indicated. 


BXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (7?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of § or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week's data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

During the week ending 26 July 19), the admis- 
sion rate from all causes decreased to 537 per year 
per thousand strength. This is about ) percent lower 
than the previous week and only about 1 percent above 
the minimum rate for the year recorded during the 
weeks ending 30 June and 7 July. 


The admission rate for all diseases combined for 
the current week was 1,67 per thousand strength or 
about 30 percent lower than for the corresponding 
week of 1943. Current morbidity from disease is about 
oo below the lowest rate experienced during 
19 58 


Morbidity from injury again decreased, being re- 
ported at a rate of 70 per thousand or the lowest 
since the week ending 9 June 19li).. The current 
week's admission rate from injury is about the same 
as the rate for the year to date. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased 


slightly to a rate of 65 per thousand to continue the 
steady downward trend of the previous 22 weeks. Cur- 
rent morbidity from these causes is about 35 percent 
under that for the corresponding week of 1943. Since 
the beginning of June the admission rates from colds, 
influenza, etc. have been under the lowest rate ex- 
perienced in 193 (during September). 


The admission rate from penumonia decreased 
slightly to 5 per thousand which is the lowest rate 
registered so far this year and only about half the 
rate for the “corresponding week of 1943. 
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Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal disease (excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry into active service) increased 
sharply to a rate of 39 per thousand, by far the highes 
reported since early in 192. Current morbidity from 
these causes is more than 20 percent higher than during 
the corresponding week of 193. 


The admission rate for diarrhea and dysentery re- 
mained at 13 per thousand and was less than one-half as 
high as the rate for the corresponding week of 19)3. 


The numbers of new cases of measles, mumps, and 
scarlet fever continued at the relatively low seasonal 
levels expected during this time of the year. The nunm- 
ber of new cases of meningitis increased somewhat from 
the relatively low figure reported the previous week. 
(The increase reflected chiefly 11 new cases at Camp 
Hood, Texas.) The number of new cases of rheumatic 
fever decreased sharply to the lowest number reported 
since the week ending 2); December 19))3. The number of 
new cases of poliomyelitis reported for the current 
week was 6, the highest this year. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

e admission rate from disease decreased sharply 
in the Second, Fourth and Ninth Service Commands, while 
sizeable increases were registered in the Third and 
Sixth Service Commands. The increase in the Third Ser- 
vice Command was chiefly due to a large number of 
"old" or "readmitted" venereal cases at Hampton Roads 
PoE (111 cases) and a large number of "new" venereal 
cases at Ft. Meade. The increase in the disease ad- 
mission rate in the Sixth Service Command arose from an 
outbreak of bacterial food poisoning at Camp McCoy (112 cases) 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS CCONT’D) 


The highest morbidity from disease was reported 
by the Third Service Command with a rate of 520 per 
thousand, while the lowest rate was registered in 
the Seventh Service Command (1)))\0 per thousand). 


Sharp decreases in the admission rate from in- 
jury were reported by the Fourth and Ninth Service 
Commands. Significant increases in morbidity from 
injury were registered in the Military District of 
Washington and the Eighth Service Command; as a re- 
sult the highest morbidity rate from this cause was 
in the Eighth Service Command (86 per thousand). 


Respiratory Causes: 


In general, most Service Commands reported 
about the same admission rate from colds, influenza, 
etc. during the current week as during the previous 
one. Only the Second Service Command reported an 
admission rate from these causes in excess of 70 


per thousand; the other Service Commands experienced 
rates close to the average for the United States as 
a whole. 


For the third consecutive week the Sixth Ser- 
vice Command registered a decrease in morbidity from 
pneumonia, so that for the first time this year it 
did not show the highest morbidity from this cause. 
No Service Command reported notably high morbidity 
from pneumonia. 
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Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity due to "new" cases of venereal disease 
(other than those acquired prior to entry into active 
duty) increased sharply in the Third Service Command; 
this reflected a large number of admissions at Ft. 
Meade, as mentioned previously. Significant increases 
in morbidity from this cause also occurred in the 
Ninth and Fifth Service Commands. The Third Service 
Command however reported the highest morbidity from 
venereal diseases, excluding EPTS cases, being closely 
followed by the Fifth Service Command. 


During the current week 253 cases of what was 
apparently bacterial food poisoning were reported by 
Camp Stoneman, Calif. These patients had been admit- 
ted the previous week (and thus had already been once 
reported as disease admissions) but the diagnosis of 
bacterial food poisoning was made only during the 
current week. This accounts for the sharply increased 
admissions at Camp Stoneman during the previous week, 
as mentioned in last week's Health Report. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

e non-effective rate increased slightly to 37.0 
per thousand for the current week. Over 10 percent 
and possibly 15 percent or more of the current non- 
effective rate arises from days of treatment for cases 
evacuated to this country from overseas theaters. The 
non-effective rate for personnel stationed in the 
United States is estimated to be lower in 19) than in 
1943, after adjustment for the above-mentioned factor. 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 

hospital at end of week represented a rate of 36.4 
per thousand strength, the same as for the previous 
week. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remain- 
ing as of 28 July 19h) was reported at 15,812 or 
about 200 less than the previous week. 


The number of non-battle injury patients re- 
maining under treatment in hospital and quarters as 
of 28 July 194 totaled about 30,300. The number 
of battle casualty patients remaining increased to 
8,926; all but 29) of these were in General Hospitals. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISARTLITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 25 July 1944 the total 
number of enlisted men discharged by CDD was 3,16 
or about 250 more than the previous week. More than 
one-half of these discharges were reported by General 
Hospitals. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 

é total authorized beds as of 28 July 19h) 
numbered about 295,000, or about 1,000 less than at 
the end of the previous week. The total number of 
beds occupied was 135,000 (or )6 percent of the 
total beds authorized) which was about 1,000 less 
than at the end of the previous week. Included in 
the total authorized beds were 258 T/O hospital beds 
and tentage, none of which were occupied. 


The total authorized beds in General Hospitals 
numbered 110,000 or about 1,000 more than at the 
end of the previous week; this increase was the re- 
sult of larger authorizatiors at England General 
Hospital (due to redesignation of about 700 conva- 
lescent facilities beds as hospital beds) and at 
Mason General Hospital, which more than offset a 
decrease of about 1,100 beds at Walter Reed General 
Hospital (resulting from redesignation of certain 


RESTRICTED bee 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS CCONT’D) 


which are designated as Convalescent Hospitals (ZI); 
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hospital beds as convalescent facilities beds). The 
total number of beds occupied in General Hospitals was 
about 48,000 (or about hl percent of the authorized 
beds) which was about 1,000 less than at the end of 
the previous week; the change at Walter Reed G.H., 
mentioned previously, was partly responsible for this 
decrease. 


Station hospitals (as distinct from Regional Hos- 
pitals) reported 116,000 total authorized beds, while 
Regional Hospitals reported about 69,000 beds. The 
number of beds occupied at station hospitals was about 
52,000 or 5 percent of total authorized beds. The 
beds occupied at Regional Hospitals numbered 35,000 or 
51 percent of total authorized beds. Three stations 
(De Ridder AAB, La., Santa Ana AAB, Calif. and Sedalia 
AAF, Mo.) reported more beds occupied than authorized 
beds. Included among the station hospitals are six 


these reported 3,031 authorized beds (1,556 occupied) 
and in addition 8,00 beds in convalescent facilities 
(973 occupied). 


The bed capacity of convalescent facilities in 
General Hospitals was 17,985 - an increase of about 
350 principally due to the changes at England G.H. and 
Walter Reed G.H. discussed above. The total beds 
occupied in such convalescent facilities was 6,207 or 
35 percent of the total bed capacity. 


The occupants of the };8,046 hospital beds at Gen- 
eral Hospitals (excluding beds at convalescent facil- 
ities) were as follows: Army (excluding AAF and WAC)- 
37,714, AAF-6,86), wWAC-79, other U.S. armed forces- 
159, allied and neutral armed forces- 9, prisoners of 
war- 1,272 and civilians- 1,509. 

As of 28 July total hospital beds occupied by civ 
ilians numbered ,7)0. Hospital beds occupied by pris 
oners of war (including Italian Service Units) totaled 
4,2h7 (2, ce at prisoners of war camps, 1,272 at Gen- 
eral Hospit als, and 103 at other stations). 
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FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 30 JUNE 19h) 
VENEREAL DISEASE ADMISSION RATES 


This Supplementary Health Report presents a study of 32 per thousand for May. For colored males, the 


of venereal disease admission rates by color for all June rate was 148 per thousand, while for all other 
units in the continental United States reporting on Army personnel it was only 2l-per thousand, both rates| 
Form 86ab. The data cover the five week period ending being approximately the same as during May. Thus 

30 June 19) and are shown for individual stations morbidity of male colored personnel from venereal di- 
only where the colored male strength was 1000 or more, sease continued to be about 7 times as high as for 

with the data for all other units being grouped to- other Army personnel. 


gether within each Service Command. 
The June admission rate for syphilis (excluding 


In considering morbidity from venereal diseases EPTS cases) among colored males was about 12 times as 
during June, reference should be had to the Supple- high as for other Army personnel, but for gonorrhea 
mentary Health Report contained in the Weekly Health (excluding EPTS cases) the colored male experience was 
Report for the week ending 21 July 19h), in which the only about 6 times as high. Venereal diseases other | 
June venereal disease admission rates for all A than gonorrhea and syphilis were practically all found) 

ersonnel combined are shown for individual Strand: among the colored males, who accounted for over 85 
F page 36 of that report there are set forth the num- percent of the total cases, although representing less} 
bers of cases remaining under treatment at the end of than 10 percent of the total strength of the Army. 
the month, in each Service Command. The admission rate from such venereal diseases was 1) 

per thousand for colored males as contrasted with only 

The venereal cases remaining under treatment at «2 per thousand for the remainder of the Army. 
the end of June accounted for 2.25 percent of all 
types of cases under treatment. The days lost due to Morbidity due to venereal EPTS cases (predomin- 
venereal diseases during the 5 week period ending 30 ately syphilis) for all Army personnel combined was 
June 19); totaled 116,000 or an average of about reported in June at 16 per thousand, with correspond- 
23,000 per week, representing a non-effective rate of ing rates of.1)8 and per thousand for colored males 
81 per thousand. Of the 116,000 days lost due to and the remainder of the Army respectively. Varia- 
venereal diseases, about 51,000 days were attributable tions in the admission rate for venereal EPTS cases 
to colored males. The resulting non-effective rate reflect entirely the experience among current inductees, 
from venereal diseases for colored males was .3 per so that variations by Service Command or by individual 
thousand, while for all other personnel it was only station have little significance. Quite naturally, 

-49 per thousand. reception centers report very high rates of admission 
from veneral EPTS cases, whereas other stations 

Morbidity from venereal diseases (excluding EPTS usually show few cases or none at all. 


cases) for all Army personnel combined was at a rate 
of 31 per thousand in June or slightly under the rate 
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The Second Service Command continued to report by 
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far the highest morbidity from venereal diseases, ex- 
cluding EPTS cases, for colored males. The June rate 
of 193 per thousand in this Service Command although 
about lO percent lower than in May was nevertheless 
almost double the June rate among colored males for 
the country as a whole. The very high morbidity at 
Camp Kilmer and Camp Shanks, which have large numbers 


of task force troops not under the jurisdiction of the 


Second Service Command, was in large part responsible 
for the high rate of this Command. The First Service 
Command showed the next highest morbidity for colored 
troops with a rate of 171 per thousand, while the 
Seventh Service Command and the Military District of 
Washington with rates of about 100 per thousand were 
the lowest. All other Service Commands reported 
venereal admission rates for colored troops within 10 
percent of the average for the country as a whole. 


There was relatively little variation by Service 
Command in the morbidity from venereal disease, ex- 
cluding EPTS cases, for the remainder of the Army. 
The majority of the Service Commands had rates within 


the range of 17 to 21 per thousand. The Fifth Service 


Command continued to report a relatively high rate 
(36 per thousand for June), while the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington had, as in previous months, rel- 
atively low morbidity (13 per thousand). 
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For colored males the following stations re- 
ported admission rates in excess of 300 per thousand 
from all venereal diseases (excluding EPTS cases): 
Camp Kilmer, N.J., Camp Shanks, N.Y., Hampton Roads 
PoE, Va., Camp Reynolds, Pa., Camp Gordon Johnston, 
Fla., Camp Campbell, Ky., Los Angeles PoE, Calif., 
and Camp Stoneman,’ Calif. 


The highest rates of admission for syphilis 
(excluding EPTS cases) among colored males were re- 
ported from Camp Patrick Henry, Va. (95 per thousand) - 
and Camp Stoneman, Calif. (89 per thousand). The 
highest rates for colored troops from venereal | 
diseases other than syphilis and gonorrhea, excluding 
EPTS cases, were reported by Ft. Lawton, Washington 
(87 per thousand), Camp Kilmer, N.J. (55 per thou- 
sand), and Greensboro AAF ORD, N.C. (55 per thousand). 
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